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27  Feb  oV 


3.  r.OURCk 
Civilian 


2H/011^Z 


1.  NIU'PCR  OF  r-BJECTS 


2.  LOCATION 


Grand  Jiaven,  Holland,  Mieni^ian 


10.  CONCLUSION 

(1)  UNIDENTIFIED 

(2)  Aatro  (VEI^US) 


(3  vit^ness) 


ii.  LENGTH  OF  C55ERVATION  11.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS 


1 hour  11  "inutes 


TYPE  Or  OBSERVATION 


SEE  CASE  FILE 


i 


^ ,1^ 


V ^ ^ ^ X 


3X) 


, PmOTOS 

h Ym 
Nt 

A. 


I 9.  PHYSICAL  EVOENCe 

I 

I 

I n Ye«; 

I No I 

FORM 

r*TD  Sf  P 63  0*32y  ( i DE)  PtmvlQxxB  *4*11  of  thl*  form  niAf  t»»  up«il, 


.C'75  of  the  fie3cl  width,  or  tliroe  degrees.  As  a reforer 
suDzenaing  three  degrees  at  a distance  of  ten  miler,  would 


CO,  an  ouJe<’t 


i have  a.  diametot 


O'''  1 -■''O 

U.  _ ^ ^ _ JQ  ^ . 


If  the  comparison  with  the  moon  given  by  the  witnc?sses  Is 


instead,  an  object  subtending  l/o  the  diameter  of  ■! 


tne  moon,  or 


w 


at  the  same  ilistanco,  v/ould  have  a diameter  of  75  feet. 


Of  all 


L-*  — 


Df 


•irvers 


was  closest  (his  second  Gifthtine)  *^ad  his  descrlptioi, 


appearance  is  semevhat  more  detailed  than  the  others.  He  vas  3.- 


rom 


3 closest  pcssiole  position  of  the  object,  obtained  from 


i . 

4b 


seeling  his  last  viev/  vrlth 


G last  view;  his  ectiri-ato  of 


was  1/0  the  diams-.er  of  the  moor,  (uhich  he  i/ive  as  l/h  inc!,  at  ai-m's 


v.h,  correctly),  therefore,  the  best  size  esti*, 


late  comes  out  to  be  20 


3-3:.  However,  these  i-l.'e  estimates  are  highly  unreliable; 

.r  ■3:':ainple,  said  at  ere  time  that  the  object  would  be  as  big  a 


s a base 


^ ^ 


.‘.e  distance  of  a tre 
hut  ion  of  the  huriir. 


2 ^00  feet  away,  which  is  at  the  limit  of  angular 


eye;  a j 


point- source  would  lock  that  big,  and 


-f-‘.t  tcint 


source  look  considerably  bigger. 


kwo  of  th^ 


hai  a blue-rre 


sci'^fers  ( 


and 


) indicated  that  the 


...  paten  of  light  on  its  lower  left  quadrant,  ar-d 


cn  on  the  Ic 


ver  right  quadrant | 


rt  ^ erv 


in  brightness. 


id  these  appeared  to 
w only  a g.reen 


-ne  xewer  1 


rant. 


i i,aS  OOjCCfcS  SGGfj  ^ JL  t 9 ; 00  I 'M 


i ana  nis  rider  also  s'uov/ec 


'1  ^ 


1 1 gh  t s 


o c* 


cad  tne  object  seer*  through  bino"*ularo  ac  9:30 


r 


i 


10 


Surr^narv 


In  this  ono-day  ioi.  rnany  witnesst.T. 


kuov/n  to  h&vti  ro  per  to  cl 


T.  cc.lect  on  the  night  in  q.u^stion  were-  not  intervieved;  the  ii.terviewa 
vei'i  eonrir.ei  to  the  three  partiea  mentioned,  rnerefore  oU  Conclusion 


oan  be  drav/n  ore  tentative. 


It  appears  certain  t.at  the  initial  sighl-.inr  hv 


V and 


iinvolvCo  au  enc  re  tidily  bz’i'dit  ] ■!  * 


1 it  s oiii’ e c o.'.  e /i t cj ' i It;.* d an .la t 


riile 


’ - :='f 


c 


:er,  located  t.-iree  -lies  north  of  Holland  and  betv/sc!.  three  and  tour 
ovu  into  I^a^e  iii..'.-:i-'an;  its  al-citude,  if  tiie  elovn.tior,  estiiuates  are 
■•■c-d,  vould  have  beor  less  than  1000  feet.  Tne  angles  of  view  are 
irees  apart,  i>rcbatly  too  wide  an  angle  to  be  covered  by  an  airiilane 


oince  these  t-iy;'. occurred  at  the  same 


liitae  trie 


sav.'  an 


T-*  - ^ 

^w'  W " ^ ’ s_- 


» ^ 

V n ^ - 


,.ue  vest  frem  ir.r  i*',-  hie  house 


could  nob  have  been  see.i.no 


G^je..t.  it  c.. poGsiole  that  he  was  loolting  at  Venus,  which 


% 


--  -r  in  the  sky  a.  ihc  tint 


01 


sighting  thcir.  he  later  bel.ievod 


J * 

» »i<  w *. 


'.av-3  been. 


I-.  .nsr-  ooject  was  Venus,  it  set  either  below  the 


*■  *■  W 


't  ^ ^ 


below  a lev* 


V * * 'u  A r ir 


- . It 


jariK  of  clouds  in  the  west,  prior  to  sighting  of 
siaisi  it  disappeared  from  the  wuGter.ly  position  and 


— * * 

, . 


-7  V-. 


wnich 


to  the  Tiorbhv/est,  appear 


coi  relt ^ V 


' 'n  i’  y 
^ ^ t# , 


Ob  .jeer,  rhat 


erved  to  con:e  rapidly  from  the 


outh 


a.M  stop  abruptly  over  the  road;  T.he.se  lines  of  night  converge  ter. 


miles  frt.?.  the  lakosUore  and  north  of  Grand  Haver. 


The  sudden,  very  fast. 


lef w- to- rigjit  movement  soon  b^'' 


, rollov/ed  by  a stop  ofoxtremo 


u 


ah  rijpt.no S3 ^ inay  well  be  bal;on  as  v/ha 


leporbeci  as  a suclcler  apoeaT*- 


ance  of  the  object  to  his  right.  The  lines  of  sight  ore  25  degrees  aj.^rt, 

probably  within  the  range  over  which  landing  lights  could  appear  bright  t.c 
Icch  observers. 


If  that  is  true,  then 


'p  later  views  could  not  have 


ir.’.*olve'l  Venus,  fcr 


testimcny  tends  to  show  that  Venus  was 


no 


T - 


ngsr  visible  (cr  vas  temporarily  obscured) 


-he  ooject  he  saw  in  the  northwes 


to  the  sudden  appearance 


all  of 


, one  with 


he  northwest.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  possible 
lews  ai:cept  tne  first  two  (ere  correlating:  vflth 
) were  in  fact  views  of  Venus,  since  he  could 


. - lon^^er  see  eitner  zo  the  northwest  or  the  southwes 


It  should  be  rrfertioned  that 


says  he  did  see  Venus  at  the 


sa..e  tin.3  as  be  sa-„-  -.he  first  object:  Venus,  he  says,  was  higher  in  the 
s.-;;-  ana  slightly  scu-.h  cf  where  he  saw  the  first  object.  The  others  also 


very  sure  that  Vt-r.us  docs  not  look  like  what  thev 


aw 


. However,  the 


sub.ject  of  Venus  had 


seen  brought  up  prior  to  this  i rives  ti  gat  ion,  and  so 


It  vculd  be  well  tc  ie.ermlne  the  exact  setting  time  of  Venus. 

According  tc  ephemeris- based  calculations,  Venus  should  hav 


e sel 


t:  degree  ncr-- 


of  west  at  8:^t5  m,  EST.  At  8:20,  it  would  have 


degrees  scove  the  horizon,  and  about  three  degrees  south 


of 


, W _ J i 1 


f ft  "K*  1 


sarly  vr.e 


first  saw  an  object.  Unless  there  were 


low  clouas  on  the  western  horizon,  Venus  should  have  bee:i  visible  throughout 

the  sightings  to  an  observer  capable  cf  seeing  within  1. 5 degrees  of  the 
horizon. 


4 


'1 


pcs  J.  :r.ve 

y ;L den  t if 

T £.51  Hi  fZ 

f : n ■ 1 ^ / 

;.irch  3* 

L - 1 « ^ ^ » 

thl\.  .'ifjb 

ti'oos  ana 

t - he  sa 
, appeared 

id  his 
2 - ^ 

4 

Die  eKpj.arG-tions  ^a)  the 
e ra*oifI  met  ions  of  the  o 


*f  j 


at  Ott  ow.a  County  SherifiTr. 
a.n  extreii'ily  hvir  hL  ohjeet 
ce  the  evening  of  the  invest 
Venus  1 c w i n 1 1 le  s ky  a t 8 : 20 
tei‘,  but  Venus  was  neon  thro 
n riornial. 


h 


A 2^0  cand.lv.* power  .Iraidin^:;  lif’jht  lociynel  to  a l()-dCi',ivio  bean  w'lll 


apjcar  to  be  of’  r;ia{^nitude  -6  at  a distance  of  ten  miies  - 


oucr  * 


ten  tihiJS 


as  bri/dit  as  Venus.  However,  in  one  ca.'se  the  bearit  width  v.'ould  have  had  to 


* w-  ^ 


:b  decrees,  reducing  the  orifhtn 


ess  to  Tnagnltudc  dirn:-:e,r  t>iar 


IS 


Shape  g.nd  Size.  Any  brifdit  light  against  a bHack  background  apjieara 


1^1 


c Ar.i  and  of  con^iderab 


c! 


ize.  The  witnesGen  gevo  greatly  varying  estimates 


ci  sine,  from  l/l2  degree  to  three  degrees,  fo:*  tha  sar.ic  object.  All  said 


V r ' 


■jver,  that  it  vas  much  c.ialler  than  the  irw'jon  (l/?  degree). 


the  size  as  thau  o"'  a baseball  at  ^00  feet,  'wirlch  is  about  ore  mllli- 


T5i ’aii  or  three  sitra^tes  of  arc  - actually  a bright  point  source  of  light 
wctld  look  big;;er  tVicr.  tb.at,  owing  to  spreading  of  light  in  the  eye. 

The  red  and  rrc-rc  light t=  seen  right  and  left  of  the  main  white 
3 i ;:.c  were  obser*7e  l ir.t^inrii  ttently  these,  of  course;,  would  Tit  the  red 
a.c:  green  running  li  j.'.'.t  of  au  aiirplana. 


Motions. 


( 


93  dc  'recG  to  left  i 


most 

J-*  -U* 

LJ  u 

the 

rikiiiK  motions  vrere  those  rooorted  b 


f the  fingers")  and 


(s'aot  out 


c 


he  road  and  steeped  :i.nstantareous3l.y ), 


■sould  not  describe  the 


^ ^ t 


1 1 

b u-  J o 


t to  follow".  He  said  at  one  point  that  it  "just 


^ 1 

■ ^ ^ W 

' d - 

H * 

' V-  * T 

X 

«■ 

— ■■  j ■ — C'-T^ 

fi- 

A'. 

r^t — 
*#• 

■■  : ■ . lo 

V* 

■m  * w 

' < ” 

- — 


tell  vrhlc'.x  way  it  went"  - icea r.5.ng  that  all  motion 


rvc  instant  of  <lisajj,p/^ara!ice.  He  did  iio“  see  it  in 


strc?-k  of  ligiit.  Under  the  cirour^stances,  it  is  entirely 


reajcr.a'r/le  to  sux'pose  that 


there  was  an  invo.luntary 


u 


iirujros.si  ot.  oi.  me  cion, 


but  no  actual  motion. 


The 


light  simply  went  out. 


If  the  sutbien  appearance  Goeri  by 


i.cidod  with 


oboe 2“vat ion  of  fast  n'.otion  frorii  the  left,  uherc’  is 


c one  i de va b le  s Mg|) or  t 


9 


Tor  the  idea  that  the  light  simply  turned  on  suddenly.  In  any  case,  the  Tael 
that  HeerspinX  had  been  vatching  an  object  to  his  leic  and  then  suddenly  saw 
an  object  straight  ahead  would  be  enough  to  explain  the  Impression  of  swift 
motion  from  left  to  right.  This  is  a well-known  phenomenon-  of  perception. 

rhe  jvuTios  from  left  to  right  and  up-and-down  all  subtended  eight  degree 


u 


or  less.  Involuntary  motions  of  the  eye  could  account  for  these  jumps  entirely. 
It  is  si^znificant  that  Gr^'sen  did  not  see  the  westerly  object  meve  except  when 
he  was  cusdoors  and  had  losi.  the  window  as  a stabilizing  reference. 

sure  z:hat  when  ha  vJ’as  viewing  an  object  with  veil-braced  binoculars  it 
vertically  out  of  the  field  of  view  - but  that  is  exactly  how  It  would 


was 

sur 

j'omp 

na  A 

move 

wi 

Lack 

^ *v' 

ea?. 

i* 

■U  A - 

^ Jh.  «■  - 

Lackir.j:  observing  experience  with  magnifying  optics,  a "witness  could  well  fail 
to  rea?,lre  that  what  locks  like  a large  motion  could  be  caused  by  a motion  of 


.ars  too  small  vc  feel. 


In  short,  there  is  nothing  about  the  observed  motions  that  cannot  be 
acccunnei  for  by  vell-kr.cvn  properties  of  perception. 

Conclusions 

T'.ii  appearance  of  those  objects  which  are  not  identifiable  with  Venus 
is  similar  to  that  expecter  from  aircraft  landing  lights.  However,  since  no 
specific  :2.irhts  could  be  identified,  this  conclusion  does  not  prove  that  the 
cause  vac  ^ fact  airplane  landing  lights.  The  exisbence  of  the  similarity, 
however,  meiies  it  irsiposGible  to  conclude  that  a definitely  unconventional 
object  was  present.  The  objects  remain  unidentified,  meaning  neither  known 
to  be  unconventional  or  known  to  be  conventional. 


9 


i 


Ih 


Position  of  Venus  from  Grand  Haven,  Michigan,  March  1,  19^7  (DT) 


Long! 

tude  of  Grand  Haven  (Lake chore) 

5h 

44m 

36s 

Sider 

sal  Time  at  0120UT,  March  1 

(8:20  PM  EST,  Feb,  28) 

llh 

32m 

< — 1 

Rich': 

Ascension  of  meridian,  Grand  Haven 

6h 

17s 

Rigr.- 

Ascension  of  W,  horizon.  Grand  Haven 

Oh 

07m 

17  s 

R’*  " ■ 

Ascension,  Venus,  0120  UT,  March  1 

Oh 

24m 

36s 

Tir-e , 

Venus  to  reach  geometric  horizon 
uncorredted  for  declination 

17m 

19c 

Cecil 

nation  of  Venus  = +?_®  4o* 

Correction  due  to  declination 

+6m 

12s 

Venus  to  reach  r^rco.retric  horizon 

23m 

31s 

Time  of  Venus-set,  f^eco^etric  horizon  = B;43:31  H4  iiST,  February  ^8,  \^o'7 


Elex-^oior-  of  Venus,  6:20  PM  EST 


Elevaeicn  of  Venus,  0:oo  PM  EST 


A #*■  4 ' ' 

Jt\  iu  ^ 


of  Venus,  8:20  ?K  esT 


Azlmueh  of  Venus,  8:36  ?M  EST 


= 4.27®  above  t^aometric  horizon 
= 1.34®  above  geometric  horizon 

= 268.3® 

- 271® 


at  Grand  Haven  and  HoiXaT.d,  Mlchi;.n 
February  2'^,  19:1-" 


V/  i 1 1 iam  T . ? owe r 


s 


In  response  to  news  repoi'ts  and  telephoned  reports  to  the  bearborn 
Ccrer^;atory,  an  invesisigation  was  conducted  into  reports  of  an  object  sighted 


^ V 


u and^i 


ova  County  by 


There  were  reports  of  other  sigli tings  as  well, 


and 


vd'iieh  were  not 


dir:^;.tly  irr, 


^ Sd#  u 


*■  ,0  ■*  ’ 

I ' 

Li  i 


A meeting  was  set  ut>  for  March  3 in  the  Ctto'wa  County  Sheriff's 


Dcps.rtment  offices,  vi^h  the  above-mentioned  officers  present.  After  r/ne 
three  men  had  given  their  stories,  visits  were  inacie  to  each  point  from 


* • 


a signting  was 


, and  later  photogrtiphs  were  taken  from  identifi 


able  positions  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  angle  measurements.  Personnel 


cx  ^ 


nd  Haven  Airpe 


i FAA  controllers  at  Muskogen  County  Airport 


(12  miles  north  of  Grar^d  Haven)  were  interviewed  to  establish  possible 


im  * ^ ^ 

A 4P  ■ “ 


ft  operations  cn  the  night  in  question.  The  results  obtained  suggest 


-i-  V'  ^ 


an  object  was  sighted  which  was  not  the  planet  Venus  and  not  clearly 


ect 

wa 

3 s 

th 

its 

la 

le 

ccr. 

airtraft  with  its  lar.aing  lights  on,  but  enough  ambiguity  remains  that  it 

luie  that  what  was  seen  was  unconventional. 


Tiie  Report 


i and  his  wife  were  in  a new  lioachfront  cottage,  working 


on  ren:o idling  it,  when  a call  was  heard  over  a mornlLor  radio  in  the  cottage: 


the  dispatcher  at  Ottowa  County  Headquarters  was  asking 
then  in  a patrol  car  in  Holland,  whether  he  could  see  an  object  which  an 


1 


unidentified  civilian  had  reported  by  telephone,  

■ / 

he  was  headed  north  on  Hichwa^-  31  and  would  soon  be  clear  of  the  citv 

V * 


said  no,  but  that 


At 


the  ^ '^xrriC, 


, in  his  patrol  car  about  20  niles  north  of 
bassin.--.  and  about  li;  miles  from  the  lakefront  overheard  the  call,  and 

raided  that  he  had  a bright  object  in  view  to  the  southwest.  Anrle  m. 


Angle  measure- 


landmar 


Street  near 


Avar. Me,  Grand  Kaven)  sho'^ed  tho 


at 


s direction  oV  view  was  ab 


ou 


sO  tijrses  south  ofve- 1,  or  bearing  210  degrees.  This  sighting  took  place 
vit,-._n  a few  seconds  cf  the  radio' message,  and  .so  was  just,  after  8;  19  p.m. 


ZjOm  m 


T-wo  to  three  r.ii:.uaes  later 


i a Hand  and  about 


♦ c. 


, novr  loccit,ed  at  the  north  edge 
, reported  sighting  a bright 


osjett  to  the  norchwos,;  by  landjsarks,  the  bearing  to  the  object  was 


-br2:„i3hed  as  295  de.'.recs. 


proceeded  north.  About  l/2  mile 


Cl 

^ t-V  ^ B _ 


/^,.ere  Highva^^  -1  crosses  Lakewood  b.lvd, , a comparison  of  brightness 


was  :ra'5.e  by 


< , a cluster  of  lights  on  a pole  ever  a railroad 


yard:  rr.e  cbject  w'as  reported 


• 


£is  being  much  brighter.  The  lights  were 


VI  ewe 


tna  investigc-cr  at  night,  and  would  be  of  stellar  magnitude  -8 


tc 


I • 


a,  orxgnter  axar.  Venus.  At  this  point  the  angle  of 


view  was  about 


280  di—es 


f'rocee;:ed  ro  Klley  Avenue,  a-l/2  miles  farther  north,  at 
which  pc-.nt  sne  object  appeared  to  be  nearly  over  Riley  Avenue,  which  is 
east-vos-;  street.  He  turned  down  Riley,  west,  and  proceeded  four  miles 
until  the  object  was  lost  to  .sight  over  so.-ne  dur.es}  he  STjent  the  next  fi- 


an 


rive 


to  seven  minutes  finding  a road  over  the  dunes,  and  by  the  time  he  had  a clear 
vis*.:  of  the  lakefront,  the  object  was  no  longer  visible, 


On  the  basis  of 


s testimony  alone,  the  object  sighted  would 


have  been  about  o\'er  the  lakefront,  or  periiaps  offshore  a mile  or  two.  A 
call  from  an  unidcritified  woman  living  Just  off  Riley  ruts  the  object  over 
Hlley  Avenue,  two  miles  from  the  shore,  as  she  reported  is  over  her  car  at 


i-  » 

^ 'V 


8:20.  This  ii'  not  inconsistent  v:ith 


reror  t . 


As  near  as  can  be  determined, 


initial  view  of  nhe  object 


coincided  with 


first  observation,  or  follov;ed  it  very  shortly; 


1 

watched  for  five  minutes,  which  is  enough  time  fo 


to  h? 


re^:had  his  first  pct.-j:  of  obssr\'’atic:i  at  Chicago  Drive  and  Highway  3I. 
These  two  lines  of  sight  cross  about  b miles  offshore,  and  nine  miles  n 01  Ufa 


f c her  if  f Or’/sen  ’ 5 os  i'c  ion 


line  of  sifdit  from  his  nos  it  ion  at 


y 31  SLiid  Riley  also  passes  through  this  area. 


At  about  this  uims. 


\7ife  called  him  to  the  west 


cf  the  cot  tag r;  he  had  not  gone  to  look  after  hearing  the  calls. 


13*0 ring  that  this 


3 Just  another  UFO  repoi’t,  of  which  he  has  hear  many. 


we  n t 


^ 1 


'.he  window,  and  immediately  sav:  an  object  in  the  west,  no 


“-.an  I our  a 


above  the  horizon  (his  I'.pward  viev:  vias  limited  by 


ooi  cuts 


*3  * 

^ s r * * V 1r» 


indow  to  that  amount).  Tlie  oIjJscL 


'v/as 


003  er 


* ' It 

,r-  \X  4/ 


this  poiric  could  not  have  been  the  same  as  the  one  which 


nd 


Moce  lookinf;  at. 


f r r'j 


t O itr'idc 


00  get  a 


:e  ttei' 


Ico':,  and  saw  the  object  Jump  right  and  loft  \jy  aoout  eight  degrees. 


v/otched  the  object  for  a few  minutes,  and  then  went  bach  ir 


his  cot  cage  to  call  the  ofi’i.cej  while  talking  zo  tno  oiTice 


ne  could  ociii 


see  -IS  oh.jeck,  so  it  was  quite  low  over  the  hnn:-,ou.  The  object  did  not 


nc  . cLij  seen  iTroin  ‘ins.Lde  the  cotta P'e, 


tru:;i  .70 nt  irto  the  bedroom 


- his  jacket,  and  when  he  retfimad  the  object  vm;>  gone.  A.c  a 
'*e  direcbior.  co  this  cl>jecc  was  sligntly  nouti-iof  west  or  due  \/est 


L I » J 


At  about  the  tine 


had  reached 


and  turued  v^eet, 


west  on 


f ^ 

t a * 


.30  KncT./n  as  Green  Street).  Ue  and  h.ls  rsser'/e  vide? 


(r.ce  intei’viev/ed)  kept  the  object  in  siglit  for  a thv: 


, one  lost  it  be  hi  nr} 


»■  --  r-m  «■-_ 


actually  runs  about  thli-ty  degrees  north  of  ves‘: 
10';th  Avenue  to  ’.tout  llOth  Avenue,  and  then  turnu  due  west.  Accordlnj; 


erspink's  sc  or*. 


* * *3  ^ n 


also  in  accord  with  in,fo.vm.a'i:ic>‘.  recoivod  at  the 


itopinr.  nad  -ravelled  aoout  l/k  mile  up  the  x’trsl,  WiTvIj 


section  of 


&ri(i  Aflvi  lo3 


* 


on  the  lef  t a; 


s.pnc  of  the  object  for  a nomen t,  wJien  .It  came  '’streaking 
- :.-opped  over  the  road."  The  road  does  not  chan^'-e 


icn  for  abov.c  ^ ^ mile,  so  this  motion  could  not  have  been  due  to  a 
tun-.  Ir.  the  road.  Zvring  the  Inves tisation,  when  the  car  was  stopped  at 


^ . m ^ 


vnare 


cr.e  c- 


-t  made  this  mov'-e,  the  inve.'^,;  tigator  noted  that  Lh 


O ^ 


*L  ^ ^ ^ -3 


ilbox  indiauterl  a looatior.  at  iu.out  ao-7th  Avenue 


3fini*ely  c.-.  a stmlr 


str—MCii  of  i*oad.  In  other  words 


I-  T 

, cne 


0.0,;,:.  appeared  ac  a bearing  of  300  degrees;  Venus  could  roc  possibly  have 
near,  ov -^r  cue  ro^il  - in  fact,  it  was  probably  not  visible  at  al.i  from  that 


po.j* because  of  the  tree 


.0  u iTHi-?  a V.' ; I X c h 1 1 le  c f)  j e c t s t I’eake d 


lo 


the  right  would  have  been  at  about  B:  to  B:2v.  'jn^e 

he  sa-w  the  object  in  motion r it  stopped  abruptly. 


witness  was  certain 


Grysen  ty  aboa';  Lhiri  time  had  put  on  his  jacket  a -id  >,i.arj  i;*cne  out:Ji-ie. 


lie  *aai  been  outside  for  perhaps  tiiirty  seconds,  uhen  he 


eautjit  sif,bl. 


of!  what 


r.e  1.  ~ck  to  be  the  same  object,  hut  this  time  at  a hearinc*;  of  (lo^^;rec;s 
r.cr-r.vest  - and  ai  altitude  of  to  ton  der;2*oes,  considerably  higher 

before.  His  impression  WHf3  that  t.he  object  appeared  suddei  ly. 


During  this  time, 


was  vnitcbing  his  object  to  the  vrest. 


sli-'htly  north  of  vesc;  his  line  of  sight  definitely  diverges  fro';:  that  of 


D ^ 


arr: 


Core  he  v/as  observing  lifferent  ob.ject, 


’r;".  still  possibly  nou  Venus  unless  he  lost  sight  of  the  original  ohject 
ar. i v;as  looking  at  Venus  as  he  vrc.it  erisb  on  Riley. 


Tne  lines  of  si-rkt  of 


for  the  second  obseiva 


tio'is  intersect  nc>rsh  oi*  Grand  Haven  a.nd  out  over  I.vake  Michigan  at  least 
:in  uil«C3;  the  baseltce  is  about  six  miles.  The  uncertainty  is  probably 


_r* 

I ou 


or  five  miles  ir.  iistance  of  intersection,  mostly  cbie  to 


a 


f clearcut  lanlc^  rVL;: 


line  has  to  be  v/ithin  a degrtio  o: 


"VC  of  coirect  sin:e  ch::  road  defined  &n  accurate  lire. 


. then  proceeded  on  Cedar  Street  to  llOth  Avenue,  losing 


the  object  fer  a considerable  stretch:  the  road  :r'»dc:  a 30- degree 


*'■  Ut 


cling  due  vest  and  then  slightly  sou  .::  oi 


we  si. 


At 


4 I*  ^ < V# 


«ot  out  of  the  car  and  sighted  rro-u  a stop  sign 


tc  a telephone  pole  to  estahlirdi  a line  of  sigbit  to  the  object  then  visible 


; five  degrees  to  the  left  of  r,ho  read  (hearing  roughiy  2‘.0  dojcrees) 


3*id  r:o  iuO.'.e  than  three  to  i'our  dQgrv'-*e.s  above  the  hoi'i/.rt'i  (distant  Li*e.''top 


level).  At  this  point  ho  w.as  looking  about  for^y  degrees  to  c>i‘*  left  cP 


i 


1 

^ 

A 1 ^ 

V * 

9* 

is  rossj 


thEi 


: vris  fitill  watching;;  Venus:  hir:  view  lo  ‘ ne 


- > *■ 
-1  V 


hwQGt  vras  not  enblrcily  orjoi’  fuid 


■^,icnt  ru.iY  have  oeen  obsearo'l. 


ZTS03,  This  is  supported  i;o  some  extent  by  the  ra;:t  I’.haL  Heersplnk  d:id 

* 

“ z'jo  the  sudden  departure  to  the  south:  his  objeet  v:enc  down  seniud  trees, 


in  the  vrest. 


t ne  n 


headed  dovm  toward  Bnvhanun  Street,  in  the  direction 


.?re  the  tirst  object  he  had  seen  appeared  to  be.  On  the  v?ay  a ’jiotorist 


r 

■h,/  V -A 


■!.>i  ■>"!  >1 : r-*'  fi. 


tnrou 


stoo  slyn,  so 


tave  him  a tichet:  then 


pulled  tbs  motorisi-  over 
proeeeJe-d  soith  on  l^^^!th  street,  the 


ime  being  now  close  to  9:00  FM.  As  he  came  south  over  a hill  at  Rich  Street, 
/ 2.  mile  north  oF  M-^5  spotted  two  objects  that  appeujci  .>iini.L«*_ 

j “he  previous  one  ir.  s.iape  an  i color,  buo  diiritV-j  Ui.ci  a^  a.'faj  , 

rc'/’clling  parallel  conu'sco  ^.o  the  southeast,  'Fnese  oojects  crossed,  tne 
c.l,  ard  J\ist  to  t;.e  left  of  the  road,  apparent!./  behind  the  glare  of 

qp  Hollar. d sene  Fix-toen  miles  to  the  south,  both  objects  stopped. 

'•a* 

‘ ^ ^ ^nios "t  ons  u*n 2 r.  2 n t vg i*y  f 6i s t s b i?3. 1 b <io*'r ) 1 Id o n i nd  t re g ;d  ^ and  \t<i s 

.c':  :e£n  again*  The  rightmost  ouject  then  jiunped  ahnipbly  to  a posiiior 

deiTi's^s  rc  tne  rx^ditf  and  tiien  tack,  to  tne  ieit  in  the  ^ajie 


1 * 


lr.is,  finally  reinaining  s tationai’j^.  The  trees  near  the 


lir-  ii.-~ht  acraolishei  a direction  reference,  so  tlio  motion  nay  have 

finally  quit  v/atching  the  object,  and  went  on 

Buchanan  Street,  whore  ch.e  in,en  riiet  me  Shex  ri  *.  o»*  .iis  co*j(..age. 


fMl  then  vent  to  lior 


Y*  'r  o T*  c ; 

d W .t  r 


At  about  ‘y:30,  two  cal.,s  were  received,  from  leputir-s  Blai':  nrid 
Pos:ra,  Blaii"  was  twelve  miJ.os  ESE  of  Grand  Mav'cn,  and  Fosiasi.  was  twelve 


mileG  SV/  of  Blair,  in  Holland.  sow  a brifjhx  ob.ioc^  o;  a line  Iward 

the  ether  ooGerv^ur,  go  the  object  v/as  between  tliem.  Hoi  the  r or  thene  r.  m> 


'..'isr.ej  tc  be  interviewed.  After  these  reports, 


and 


went 


C'U::.  to  "Five -Mile  Hill"  (on  the  lake  front  in  Grand  Haven)  and  watched  thin 
object  with  binoculars.  It  had  the  same  appearance  as  the  orif^inal  object: 
a r.:u:id  white  light  flanked  by  red  and  green  patclies.  They  were  looking 
--lor.  to  the  southcar. c.  V/hilc  they  were  v/atchirg,  an  air):)3.ane  went  across 
th?  field  of  view  beiev  uhe  object.  There  ‘wns  no  re se'^fo lance. 

All  of  the  witneoses  vrent  out  to  look  at  Verms  several  nights  later, 
afo’-r  an  astronomer  in  Grand  Rapids  mde  a statement  to  the  press  that 
they  had  been  watching  Venus.  T'uey  all  agreed  that  Venus  \/as  smaller  in 


ce  and  not  nearly  as 


fT] 


ght.  The  light  vras  a "blinding  t^'-Tje  of  llghu". 


T'-.C”  likewise  agreed  tha:  if  the  object  had  reseribled  Verms,  they  never 


V 


have  reported 


she  appearance  was  much  more  striking 


All  had  also  seen  aiiplane  landing  lights;  in  fact,  V/assink  had 


‘y  V"  - - 4-  ^ ^ 


rated  a sighting  about  a year  before  and  had  found  the  cause  to  be 


plane  landing  llgkns.  He  said  this  present  object  was  much  brighter, 


and  vas  not  similar  ao  all. 

All  witnesse;  agreed  that  the  light  had  physical  size;  estimates 


♦ • * •* 


_ : . l/5,  ani  l/-  the  size  of  the  moon.  Indicated  sizes,  between 
o::o  foref inger,  however,  were  around  3/‘^  fo  c>ne  inch,  indicating  a 


size  c:  aoout  two  vdegreos. 


. remarked  that  the  0:3^  object  seen 


In  >:  >3  binoculars  had  about  the  same  apparent  size  as  tJie  first  objects 


seen 


& -V  ^ 


tht>  naked  eye:  in  the  binoculars  was  a reticle,  and  by  mears 


of  this  it  v/as  established  that  the  apparent  size  in  bincculars  was  about 


